Prospectus (Revised 8 Jan 04)



EL 682:  CSAF Research Seminar-Independent Space Force/USAF Space Corps



Instructors / Subject Matter Experts:  

SME: Space and Missile Operations (13S)

SME: DOD Policy Formulation, Fighter WSO (12F)

SME: Space and Missile Operations (13S)

SME: Space and Missile Operations (13S)



Course Description:  The foundation of this course is developing an understanding of the policy process and how to put that understanding into practice as the DOD moves forward.  The most significant defense legislation since 1947 was primarily written by two former military officers.  This legislation was the Goldwater-Nichols Department of Defense Reorganization Act of 1986 (GNA).  The foundation of the GNA is the National Security Act of 1947 (NSA)—the same act that reorganized the nation’s military Services and created the Air Force as a separate Service.  This course examines the further reorganization of the DOD concerning Space forces.  We will use the GNA as a springboard for analyzing how defense reorganization policy may be formed and then apply this analysis to a policy that addresses the possible reorganization of DOD Space forces as a separate Service or Corps.  



Thesis and Scope of Research:  The thesis of this course asks if the Air Force should migrate to a Space Force or a Space Corps under the Department of the Air Force as the USMC falls under the Department of the Navy.  The scope of research for this topic is broad—any number of topics or areas may be investigated to support one position or the other.  For example, what are the advantages and disadvantages of a separate Space Force or Space Corps?  Another perspective might examine the need for a second Space Commission.  To these ends, the policy process provides a lens to view your research and the ACSC curriculum provides many starting points, such as the facets of operational art.  For example, do the facets of operational art provide any supporting evidence for advantages or disadvantages of a separate space force policy? 



Course Objective:  Analyze defense policy formulation and apply this analysis to the possible reorganization of DOD Space forces.  Specifically, analyze defense policy formulations and apply this analysis in order to assess:

The positive/negative impacts of having a separate Space Force/Corps

The need for a second Space Commission to review/evaluate the actions completed following the first Space Commission report



Desired Levels of Learning: 

Analyze.  The ability to break down material into its component parts so its organizational structure may be understood.  This level includes identification of the parts, analysis of the relationships between parts, and recognition of the organizational principles involved.  Related terms: breaks down, diagrams, differentiates, discriminates, distinguishes, illustrates, infers, outlines, points out, selects, separates, and subdivides

Apply.  The ability to use learned material in new and concrete situations.  This level includes application of rules, methods, concepts, principles, laws, and theories.  Related terms: changes, computes, demonstrates, discovers, manipulates, modifies, operates, predicts, prepares, produces, relates, shows, solves, and uses.



Required Texts:

Locher, James R., III.  (2002).  Victory on the Potomac: The Goldwater-Nichols act unifies the Pentagon.  College Station, TX: Texas A&M Press.

Bardach, Eugene.  (2000).  A practical guide for policy analysis: The eightfold path to more effective problem solving.

Parsons, Wayne (1995).  Public policy: An introduction to the theory and practice of policy analysis.  Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar.  [3 copies on reserve at AUL]



Reading Load:  Target load is 75 pages per formal session.  



Course Deliverables (Graded events):

Research paper (25 text pages) (80%)

Bullet Background Paper/Presentation of findings (10%)

Class participation and contribution to learning environment (10%)



Course Format:  Research seminar will meet as a group for six of the 10 scheduled sessions.  In addition to outside research, the remaining four sessions are set aside for individual research, counseling, and advice on your project.  Class meetings will contain informal lectures and group discussions.  Active discussion by all seminar members is important to share ideas and perspectives in achieving the desired learning levels of this course.  



General Topics Covered:

The policy process and policy analysis: The passage of the Goldwater-Nichols Act

The need for a separate Space Force/Corps:  Moving from ideas to national policy



Prerequisites: An eager mind willing to explore processes that advance the nation’s defense.
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